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Inaugural address

by
Dedjazmatch Zewde Gabre-Sellassie, M. A.; D . Phil. (Oxvon)

Chairman of Etiopiawinet Organization,

28 March 1993

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS,
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.

Permit me to say a few words regarding the aims and
objectives of the Etiopiawinet Organization".

1.Etiopiawinet is an organization dedicated to the diss
emination of knowledge and information related to Ethiopia
and her people. To that end, it promotes Civic education
concerning the long history and the cultural wealth of Ethiopia
as well as the current political, social and economic
developments in the country. The civic education activities of

the Organization are geared towards facilitating and ensuring
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that constitutional, political, economic and social
developments taking shape in Ethiopia enjoy the full
participation and consent of the whole population.

2. The long-standing economic and social inter-
dependence among various regions of Ethiopia, particularly
their interaction through migration, trade, seasonal work,
pilgrimage, religious contacts and inter-marriage have been
among the determinants in building up Ethiopian unity and
safeguardingits independence. Henceforth respect of the basic
principles enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights must be guaranteed unequivocally in order to maintain
the sovereignty and unity of Ethiopia, the equality of all
citizens irrespective of their origin and beliefs and the liberty
and dignity of the Ethiopian people. In short the Etiopiawinet
Organization is dedicated to work for the establishment of a
-democratic, humane, just and peaceful society within the
framework of a united Ethiopia subject to the rule of law.

3. Democracy should be conceived as a means and not as
an end in itself; it is a means to development, social equity and
progress. The process has to evolve gradually.

4. Ethiopia is endowed with immense and diverse natural
and human resources. The Ethiopian people are talented, hard
working and have commendable qualities of innovation
emanating from their deeply rooted civilization. These
qualities should be employed to the maximum for realizing the
inherent potentialities and comparative advantages of the
country.

3.The future of Ethiopia will be clearly projected in the
!)ackgroun_d of the New World Order (NWO). Ethiopia, with
1ts geopolitical and cultural heritage and with its economic
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potentialities: can play a significant and active role in the
definition and qualification of the NWO.

6.In order to achieve such fundamental objectives the
Organization shall engage in such civic education activities as
organizing seminars, workshops, lectures and discussion
forums throughout the country. The deliberations and the
conclusions of such activities will be disseminated by the
Organization through different mass media as well as through
journal and other publications. The aim will always be to
disseminate Knowledge to as many people as possible in the
towns and more especially, the vast majority living in the rural
areas. .

7.Membership is open to all Ethiopians and foreigners who
are sincerely committed to the political, social and economic
development of Ethiopia.

Why the need for the Etiop iaw inet

8.Historians and social scientists have long appreciated that
the Horn of Africa in general and the Ethiopian core in
particular constitute a geographical, economic and cultural
unit. Most of the political and ecological disasters could have
been avoided or at least mitigated had a larger political union
been forged instead of a number of separate states with
irreconcilable irredentist contradictions.

9.Ethiopia has, in most of its history, uniquely combined
religious and linguistic diversity with a political and some level
of cultural identity. A quick glance at their history will show
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that its peoples have not only respected this diversity, but
each has enriched its language and culture by freely
borrowing from the others.

10.During the modern part of its history, however, Ethiopia
seriously suffered from its failure either to combine its diversity
with a political identity or to overcome its diversity through
social and economic modernization. This has been the source
of the current problems of Ethiopian statehood.

11.The indivisible unit of, and the resultant inter-
dependence between the Ethiopian highlands at the core and
the lowlands to the north, east and south of them including the
Red Sea and Gulf of aden ports has brought the regions closer
irrespective of the existing political factor at any given time.

12.For the outside world, Ethiopia has always been
considered an economic and political unit. Whether known as
the land of punt, as Aksum, as the land of Prester John, Ethiopia
or Abyssinia, outsiders invariably included the highlands and
lowlands as one unit.

13.Finally, foreigners have always regarded Ethiopia as a
unit. Turkish interests during the Sixteenth and Seventeenth
centuries were focused on the whole of Ethiopia. Nineteenth
century Egyptian, British and French policy-makers likewise
considered Ethiopia as a unit. The Italians in particular never
regarded their coastal holdings as anything more than parts of
the whole from which they tried to establish their East African
Empire. And the response of the people of Ethiopia to these
and other external pressures has also been one of united
resistance and struggle.

'
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14.For most of the 20th Century, Ethiopia enjoyed apparent
peace and stability. After World War II the country made
remarkable strides in education, health, communications, a
promisingstart inmodernized agriculture and overall economic
developments. These benefits were eradicated during the last
seventeen years of a reign of terror in which a ruthless military
dictatorship ruled the country with an iron fist. Ethiopians of
all walks of life were forced to endure the hardships of
imprisonment, torture, forced resettlement, hunger,

15.With the overthrow of the Marxist dictatorship in May
1991, Ethiopia attained relative peace and stability. Ethiopians
are determined not to allow the repetition of past misdeeds and
crimes. Ethiopians are striving to build the foundations of a
peaceful and democratic system of government subject to the
rule of law.” To build a sound and lasting democratic order is
the crucial question which the Etiopiawinet Organization
strives to answer. The prime objective of the Etiopiawinet
Organization is to introduce civic education in the nation’s
curriculum and to disseminate democratic habits in the minds
of the people as a way of thinking. Itisin line with the principles
formulated above that Etiopiawinet Organization intends to
serve as a forum for democratic ideas from all sectors of
Ethiopian society. It will serve equally as a forum for sensitizing
leaders of different community groups and political
organizations to the current problems of the country and to the
need for constructive and accommodative constitutional
development. Inso doing the Organization will help contribute
to the creation of an independent intellectual and political
environment conducive to free debate and open discussion.

- We anticipate that a free debate will lead to the attainment of

balanced, judicious and durable constitutional formulations.
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16.To sum up, the Etiopiawinet Organization will help to
conceptualize and assistin the implementation of the following:

e The rehabilitation of ruined economic and social
infrastructure.

e The restoration of self-confidence in the penpie.

e Implanting the ideals of demeciacy as a means to
establishing a peaceful and democratic system of
governmert subject to the rule of law.

e Promoting the sustainable feeling and requirements
of national unity.

o Addressing poverty and geographic and social
imbalances.

e Readjustment of reforms and redistribution of national
wealth as a basis for democracy, social equity and
freedom of enterprise.

e Rehabilitation and conservation of the environmentand
natural resources.

e Creating a climate conducive to investment and
development,.

e Building up a modern and efficient state machinery.

17.The success of the Organization in attaining its objectives
obviously depend on the dedication of its members and on the
financial and material support that the Organization will
succeed in raising from membership dues and donation given
by supporters of its programme. We hope that further
assistance will be forthcoming from foundations interested in
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promoting democracy and citizenship education throughout
the world.

18.In conclusion, I wish to extend on behalf of the
Organization and myself a sincere appreciation to the founding
and extended members of the organization, and to all those
who generously contributed in different ways to the
establishment of the Organization.

I thank you for your attention.
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